
 

MINUTES OF THE PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE HELD ON 7TH 

SEPTEMBER, 2021 

 

Present: Councillors R Lowery (Chair) and  
R Arthur, Mrs G Bleasdale, Mrs K Brace, 
Mrs H Cahill, Mrs R Charlton-Lainé,            
Mrs S Forster, Mrs G M Fuller, D Harding,  
J MacVeigh, Miss S Morrison, J Purvis,       
K Shaw, C J Thompson, Miss J Watson,     
S Wayman.  

 
Apologies:  Councillors Mrs J A Bell, Mrs L Kennedy, 

Mrs S Lingard, R Whitehead. 
 

Officers: P Fletcher (Deputy Town Clerk),  
 Mrs J Knight (Finance Officer), 

Miss A Rountree (Minute Taker). 
 
Prior to commencement of the meeting the Chair advised members of this Committee and 
members of the public that in line with the amendment to ‘the public bodies (admission to 
meetings) act 1960’, which came into force in August,2014, parts of this meeting may be 
recorded by photographic, video and audio means. 
 

PL44/21 DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

 
Members were reminded prior to the start of the meeting of the need to 
disclose any interests, prejudicial or personal, in accordance with the Code 
of Conduct. Such interests must be submitted to the Town Clerk prior to the 
meeting. 

 
PL45/21 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING HELD ON 6TH JULY, 2021 
 

RECOMMENDED the Minutes of these meetings, copies of which had been 
previously printed and circulated to each Member, were approved at the last 
Full Council meeting and signed as a correct record by the Chairman. 

 
PL46/21 LAND OFF NEW DRIVE 
 
 The Chair welcomed the representatives from Northern Power Grid (NPG) to 

the meeting. 
 
 NPG explained that they are an electrical distribution operator, and they take 

electricity from the national grid to power all of Seaham. It was noted that 
NPG had attended a Council meeting in 2017 to inform Members of the 
investment in upgrading the network in Seaham.  To date NPG have 
invested £6.5m on improvements to overhead and underground cabling due 
to a lot of outages in Seaham and wish to invest £8.5m to build a new 
substation. 

 
 NPG informed Members that Seaham has grown significantly over recent 

years and enhancing the network will ensure NPG can meet the local 
demand for power both now and into the future.  There is an anticipated 
growth in electric cars, heat pumps and solar panels which will all require 
electricity. 
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 The local network continues to face a number of challenges due to 

increasing customer numbers, long cable feeder lengths and growing 
demand for energy. 

 
 Power in Seaham is currently fed from remote substations at Hawthorn Pit 

and Stoney Cut which also supply other local towns and villages.  It was 
highlighted to Seaham Town Council in 2017 that Seaham needed its own 
primary substation to support its long-term development and due to the 
Green Recovery Investment (a government initiative) NPG are now able to 
deliver this investment far earlier than planned. 

 
 NPG stated that the proposed site for the new primary substation would be 

north of Beadnell Drive, Eastshore Village and east of New Drive. This site 
was chosen due to the current overhead line.  NPG stated they did look at 
other sites such as at Seaham Hall opposite the cemetery but geographically 
this site was the most appropriate.   

 
 NPG stated that they are looking for permission from Seaham Town Council 

to carry out an exploratory survey of the site and if the site is not suitable, 
they will look at other areas.  It was noted that the substation needs to be 
sited in the south of Seaham as the substation would also feed Ryhope. 

 
 The timescales would be if agreement is made to allow a survey to take 

place would be 4-6 weeks to carry out the survey and for a report to be 
prepared.  If the site is viable a planning application would be submitted.  
NPG would hope to start work in early 2022 and complete in 2023. 

 
 Members of the public raised various questions such as the health impact on 

local residents.  NPG stated that it was a primary substation and not a power 
station. 

 
 A member of the public questioned why it was necessary to move specialists 

to fix the supply and asked if they had someone on site who could do the 
work.  NPG stated that to improve the network NPG have put in some 
remote controls so they can get the supply back on.  However, in some 
circumstances when damage has occurred NPG need to employ specialists 
to investigate and carry out repairs. 

 
 NPG noted that they are a company who operate over 6 regions and they 

move teams around so they can draw staff from other regions. They also 
have a rapid team which operates 24 hours per day. 

 
 A member of the public questioned why Seaham needs more capacity, it 

cannot be just for electric cars and heat pumps.  NPG noted that Stoney Cut 
and Hawthorn Pit currently provide for Seaham, and this is increasing year 
on year and the load is rising due to new developments.  NPG have to plan 
for future growth, and they consult with stakeholders on what their future 
plans may be and what demand will be required in 20, 30 and 40 years’ time.  
Also, the new substation would assist with the Jade Business Park 
development and the Garden Village. 

 
 A Councillor asked whether the intention was to increase capacity or supply.  

NPG stated that it was for both supply and capacity. 
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 It was noted that SEGL will be carrying out work at the same time.  Would it 

not be possible for the cables to go in the same place. It was noted that due 
to the length of the cables it interferes with peoples supplies. 

 
 A Member stated that she had concerns for the residents of Seaham and 

how they were going to feel safe.  NPG stated that there would be some 
disruption at New Drive but at this point in time they just want to see if the 
proposed site was viable. 

 
 A member of the public questioned whether Seaham needed extra capacity 

as previously there had been 3 collieries in Seaham and they would have 
used a lot of electricity but are no longer there.  NPG stated that in 2011 
there was a population of 8k in Seaham and in 2021 the population has 
grown to 21,900.  The network is stressed by the increase in population. 

 
 A Member questioned NPG as to whether they were asking permission to 

explore the land.  NPG stated that they would like to pursue the surveys at 
New Drive and two other sites, and they would then bring this back to the 
Council with the outcomes. 

 
 A Member stated that the general feeling is that the proposed site at 

Eastshore/New Drive is not viable, and NPG should look at the other two 
sites. 

 
 RECOMMENDED that NPG are not given permission to carry out exploratory 

surveys at New Drive/Eastshore Village. 
 
 The Chair thanked NPG for their presentation, and they then left the meeting. 
 
PL47/21  DURHAM COUNTY COUNCIL – REGENERATION UPDATE 
 
 Ms Julie Anson was in attendance at the meeting to provide Members with 

an update on the regeneration project. 
 
 Ms Anson stated that the car park works at Green Street were completed 

during Covid and the drainage issue has now been resolved. 
 
 Church Street have been provided with new bins, new pavement and DCC 

are looking at planting around the Art Block. 
 
 Ms Anson also stated that local businesses in Church Street have been 

encouraged to apply for a business improvement grant.  Tonia’s has now 
been completed and the former Harbour View outer shell should be 
completed around October and hopefully it will be open for business in 
Summer 2022.  There are two new businesses in the old Marlborough 
Surgery building, which has brought another disused building into use. 

 
 Ms Anson noted that the Pet and Reptile shop in Church Street has 

undergone a refurbishment via the Business Improvement Grant and a 
further 8 businesses are consulting with the County Council.  Ms Anson 
noted that the project will finish in November 2022.  It was noted that 29 
properties have been targeted but due to the rise in building material costs 
etc there will only be capacity to complete 24-25 properties. 
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 A County Councillor stated that there are too many loopholes for businesses 

to get through to apply for the grant.  The County Councillor also stated that 
she did not like the furniture in Church Street.  Ms Anson stated that when 
they looked at Church Street it was noted that they had to choose furniture 
which was robust.  Stone seats have been placed in throughfares and the 
Town Council have agreed to maintain these. 

 
Ms Anson stated that the loopholes are due to the funding coming from the 
Heritage Fund and it is about creating how the buildings would have looked 
in the past.  Ms Anson stated that there is a conservation training scheme 
running with East Durham College to train on skills such as repairing sash 
windows, window dressing training and trying to educate businesses to look 
more welcoming for customers. 

 
 A further County Councillor stated that he could understand why the furniture 

was chosen for Church Street, however CCTV has now been installed in 
Church Street and this could be looked at in future years. 

 
 Ms Anson noted that the seating along the coast road was looking tired.  The 

Acting Town Clerk stated there was already agreement in place for them to 
be replaced. 

 
 Ms Anson noted that the old railway tracks were meant to be vandal proof, 

however, some damage has been done to it.  There are two stone seats to 
be placed next to this area and a planting scheme is to be put in place. 

 
 Durham County Council have installed a digital app whereby people can do 

walks around Seaham. The app is a work in progress and a lot of 
stakeholders have input into it. 

 
 Ms Anson stated that North Terrace now has planning permission on the 

Terrace Green for 14 extra parking bays.  The work has gone out to tender, 
and the tenders are currently being assessed.  It is hopeful that work can 
start in 4-6 weeks.  The work will be carried out in a phased approach. 

 
 The Acting Town Clerk stated that he had visited North Beach Café today 

and there was still a sign up stating that the toilets were for patrons only.  Ms 
Anson noted that the toilets are for public use, but this had to be stopped 
during Covid due to the numbers of people using it.  Ms Anson stated that 
she would visit the café tomorrow to have the sign removed. 

 
 A Member questioned whether there was any money available to have public 

toilets built on the seafront.  Ms Anson stated that the County Councillors 
had been asking about this issue and there are HRH issues about not being 
able to build on the coast.  Ms Anson stated that it needs to be highlighted 
whether it is local residents or visitors who are highlighting the need for 
toilets.  It was noted there is a scheme whereby businesses let the public use 
their facilities, but this also has a revenue cost.  The scheme couldn’t be 
looked at during Covid, however it could be looked at now.  The Town and 
County Council could look into this together. 
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A Member stated that funding, maintenance, planning and location have to 
be looked into for placing public toilets.   

 
 A Member raised an issue regarding a local business using traffic cones 

outside of their business.  Ms Anson was aware of this problem and stated 
that the businessman had been spoken to.  There is also now CCTV running 
there which will provide more evidence. 

 
 A Member stated that the barriers have been taken out at Tempest 

Road/North Terrace and this is a safety issue.  Ms Anson stated that she 
would look into this matter. 

 
 The Chair thanked Ms Anson for updating Members and Ms Anson then left 

the meeting. 
 
 

PL48/21 PLANNING ISSUES 

 
a) Monthly List 

 
RECOMMENDED that Members note the information provided. 

 
PL49/21 PRESS OPPORTUNITIES 
 

RECOMMENDED that there were no press opportunities arising from this 
meeting. 

 
  The meeting was then closed by the Chair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


